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Looking Ahead -

A message from our
President

As you will see from reading this
edition of our newsletter, AVSC
has accomplished many significant
things during the past year. This is
directly due to the involvement and
commitment of the many
dedicated members that make up
our Club and the larger NABS
family. The Aquatic Voyagers
Scuba Club is back and active as
a dive club in the Greater New
York Area.

For the year coming we plan to get
involved in many more worthwhile
endeavors such as

» Continue to function as a
strong and participative
dive club within the New
York area

» Continuing our youth
training initiative

» Establishing strong
community ties that
represent the ideas and
values of NABS

» Serve as a conduit for new
members who want to
enjoy the sport of scuba
diving and give something
back to the community at
the same time

One of the biggest challenges that
we will face this year is to become
stronger financially. Our plan on
doing that will be accomplished in
two major ways: Increasing our
membership and establishing
revenue-aeneratina sources of
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income. While our primary focus is
to always remain a dive club what
we do costs money. The truth is
that our membership dues do not
begin to cover the expenses that
are part of running an active dive
club. While it may not seem like
much, club apparel, trip down
payments, the costs of hosting an
annual awards dinner all cost
money. Consequently we will be
looking for creative ideas and
suggestions to help make this
happen. Stay tuned! In a very
short period of time we will be
soliciting the help of all of our
membership to help raise the
funds that we need to keep our
club moving in the right direction.

Within the next week we will go to
Virginia Beach to partake in the
activities of the Northeast Annual
Mini Summit in Virginia Beach.
This is an event that we all look
forward to as it gives us the
chance to connect with our
brothers and sisters from other
NABS clubs.

Our dive season will continue to
be active with many local dives
planned. Check the website and
your email for details.

It is our wish that we keep this
sport and our participation in
AVSC fun, engaging and
supportive of our stated goals.

We look forward to seeing
everyone this year for what
promises to be a great dive
season. From what we have done
this past year you will see that we
have been busy.

Sujon Low/AVSC President
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AVSC's Youth Program

This spring, AVSC achieved
one of our major goals:
establishing a youth program
to expose youth to SCUBA
through education and
training. The youth program
is part of a national initiative
promoted by the National
Association of Black Scuba
Divers to reach out to youth
through the sport of scuba
diving.

AVSC'’s Youth Program is co-
sponsored by the St. Alban’s
Congregational Church, UCC.

Through the efforts of
Reverend Wayne L. Wilson,
we received a grant from the
City of New York Department
of Youth and Community
Development to help defray
the cost of scuba equipment
and PADI instructional
materials and insurance. As a
result of this grant and the
generous sponsorship of
AVSC member Stan Peters,
nine young people were able
to participate in a six week
PADI scuba course.
Instructors Sujon Low, Karen
Robillard and Gary Sullivan
and Dive Master Jimmy
Moyen provided invaluable
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leadership, training and
conducting pool sessions at
the Roy Wilkins Recreational
Center in St. Albans, Queens.

The program was truly a
collaborative effort between
the church, community and
AVSC, and would not have
been possible without the
involvement of the parents
and sponsorship from
Stingray Divers in Brooklyn.
Special thanks to John Hickey
for coordinating logistics and
to Mr. Leroy Temple, Parks
and Recreation Supervisor,
who coordinated use of the
pool facilities.

As part of the youth program,
the youths attended the
Beneath the Sea conference
at the Meadowlands
Exposition Center in March.
They were able to benefit from
the wide range of exhibits and
workshops about scuba diving
and our underwater
environment. The culmination
of the 2001 Youth Program
was the participation of two of
our youth, Trisina Purcell and
Randolph Scott-McLaughlin,
Jr. at the NABS Youth Summit
in Pompano Beach, Florida,
June 20-23.



Dive Master Jimmy Moyen
and Mrs. Scott-McLaughlin
accompanied them to the
summit. Congratulations to
Randolph Scott-McLaughlin,
Jr. upon receiving his scuba
diving certification. He and
Dive Master Jimmy Moyen are
also members of NABS’ Youth
Summit Committee. “The
Youth Summit was a complete
success, it was educational
and exciting. | look forward to
participating in future youth
summits,” says Jimmy Moyen.

AVSC will continue to develop
and expand our youth
initiative in 2002, with the goal
of sponsoring several youths
to participate in the NABS
Youth Summit in June 2002.
We need your help to
continue this important
initiative! If you would like to
volunteer to work with the
youth program or provide
other types of assistance,
please contact AVSC at our
website www.avscdivers.org

AVSC was honored to
participate as an exhibitor at
Beneath the Sea’s 25th
Annual Exposition in March.
Beneath the Sea is the largest
consumer scuba and dive
travel and trade show in the
United States, featuring over
65 seminars and workshops,

an underwater film festival,
exhibits and demonstrations
by hundreds of
manufacturers, dive shops
and dive clubs, and
representatives of dive travel
and tourism worldwide.

Through the efforts and
leadership of AVSC members
John Hickey, Annette Meyers,
Lea Williams and Corey
Joyner, AVSC was highly
visible throughout the three-
day event.

We were proudly represented
at a booth shared with our
sister club, the Atlantic
Rangers, and used the
opportunity to reach out to
new members and educate
the broader public about the
fellowship, training and
education offered through our
organizations and other NABS
clubs. AVSC members
actively participated in many
other facets of the event,
serving as volunteers at
registration, coordinating door
prize drawings and assisting
with the OCEAN PALS
program for children. Kudos
to John Hickey, who served
as Beneath the Sea’s director
of volunteers! AVSC was a
presence at Beneath the Sea,
bringing home the message
that there is indeed diversity in
scuba diving.

Thanks to all who participated
and hope to see you in 2002.
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Last year was a busy and
productive one for AVSC. Our
club dove in local waters,
starting the season with the
annual "IRS Dive” in April at
Beach 9th Street in Far
Rockaway, and "Gary's
March" in Coney Island. We
refreshed our skills and spirits
at a checkout dive/camp-out
in Dutch Springs, PA early in
the season with our comrades
from the Atlantic Rangers.
More adventure followed in
June, with a club dive and
spearfishing tune-up at
Shinnecock Inlet and a club
trip to beautiful Key Largo, FL.

Aquatic Voyagers Scuba
Club (AVSC)

Grand Central Station
P.O. Box 42

New York, NY 10163
www.avscdivers.org

National Association of
Black Scuba Divers (NABS)
Department 588

P.O. Box 17553

Baltimore, MD 21203-7553
www.nabsdivers.org
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We had our first club picnic
and family day at Valley
Stream State Park, sharing a
beautiful day and great food
with family and friends. And
of course, we made the
annual pilgrimage to Virginia
Beach, VA for the Atlantic
Rangers Spearfishing
Tournament in July. AVSC
brought home the bacon,
taking first place in the group
competition and second place
in the individual competition.
AVSC joined other dive clubs
and conservation groups in
observing International
Coastal Clean-up Day. We

wrapped-up the dive season
with two boat dives, the
Turner and the Masedonia off
the shores of Brooklyn, and
more diving at favorite local
spots, Beach 9th and
Shinnecock Inlet.

AVSC was "in the house" with
14 members participating in
the NABS SUMMIT in
November in beautiful Puerto
Rico. Club officers Gary
Sullivan, Sujon Low, and
member Karen Robillard were
recognized at the summit for
their service as members of
the AQUACORPS. The year
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2000 ended on a high note
with the annual Scuba Night
and Awards Dinner in
December. Mr. Bill Murrain,
president of NABS was our
keynote speaker. We were
also honored to have Dr. Jose
Jones, founder of NABS
celebrate the evening with us.
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